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The Beauty of Nigeria

Get to Know Nigeria
Nigeria, officially the Federal Republic of Nigeria, is a country in West Africa,
bordering Niger in the north, Chad in the northeast, Cameroon in the east, and Benin in the west.
Its coast in the south is located on the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean.
The federation comprises 36 states and 1 Federal Capital Territory, where the capital, Abuja, is
located. The constitution defines Nigeria as a democratic secular state. Nigeria has been home to
a number of ancient and indigenous kingdoms and states over the millennia. The modern state
originated from British colonial rule beginning in the 19th century, and took its present territorial
shape with the merging of the Southern Nigeria Protectorate and Northern Nigeria
Protectorate in 1914 by Lord Fredrick Lugard. The British set up administrative and legal
structures while practicing indirect rule through traditional chiefdoms, Nigeria became a formally
independent federation in 1960. It experienced a civil war from 1967 to 1970. It thereafter
alternated between democratically elected civilian governments and military dictatorships until it
achieved a stable democracy in 1999, with the 2011 presidential election considered the first to be
reasonably free and fair.
Nigeria is often referred to as the "Giant of
Africa", owing to its large population and
economy. With 206 million inhabitants,
Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa
and the seventh most populous country in the
world.

Nigeria has the third-largest youth population
in the world, after India and China, with more
than 90 million of its population under the age
of eighteen. Nigeria is the world's 20th largest
economy as of 2015, worth more than $500
billion and $1 trillion in terms of nominal
GDP
and
purchasing
power
parity,
respectively. The 2013 debt-to-GDP ratio was 11
percent.

Sightseeing in Nigeria
Nigeria, an African country on the Gulf of Guinea, has
many natural landmarks and wildlife reserves. Protected
areas such as Cross River National Park and Yankari
National Park have waterfalls, dense rainforest, savanna
and rare primate habitats. One of the most recognizable
sites is Zuma Rock, a 725m-tall monolith outside the
capital of Abuja that’s pictured on the national currency.
Agbokim Waterfalls are situated some 17 kilometres from
Ikom and about 315 kilometers from Calabar, not far from
the Nigeria-Cameroon border. They consist of seven
streams, each cascading over steep cliff which provides
seven-faced falls. The waterfalls are on the Cross River
where it descends in terraces through the tropical
rainforest.
WHAT IS TOURISM LIKE IN NIGERIA?

Nigeria is a coastal country and the main attraction for
tourists is the pristine beaches and marine activities.
Other attractions are historical monuments, exciting trips
to tropical forests, exploring wildlife, visiting ancient sites
and Nigeria's diverse art and culture
WHAT IS FAMOUS IN NIGERIA?

Africa's giant, Nigeria is widely known for its petroleum
production and exportation as a major source of the
nation's economy accounting for about 95% of foreign
exchange income and 70% of government revenue. This
black nation remains the largest oil producer in Africa and
the 12th largest producer in the world
LANGUAGE

There are over 500 native languages spoken in Nigeria.
The official language of Nigeria is English, the former
language of colonial British Nigeria. As reported in
2003, Nigerian English and Nigerian Pidgin were spoken
as a second language by 60 million people in Nigeria.

GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE AND OR
INSTITUTION(S)
The federal government of Nigeria is composed of three distinct branches: legislative, executive, and
judicial, whose powers are vested by the Constitution of Nigeria in the National Assembly, the President,
and the federal courts, including the Supreme Court, respectively.
Nigeria is a federal republic, with executive power exercised by the president. The president is the head of
state, the head of government, and the head of a multi-party system. Nigerian politics takes place within
a framework of a federal, presidential, representative democratic republic, in which executive power is
exercised by the government. Legislative power is held by the real government and the two chambers of
the legislature: the House of Representatives and the Senate. Together, the two chambers make up the
law-making body in Nigeria, called the National Assembly, which serves as a check on the executive arm
of government. The highest judiciary arm of government in Nigeria is the Supreme Court of Nigeria
which was created after independence and also practices Baron de Montesquieu's theory of the separation
of power based on the United States system and also practices checks and balances.

How many
senators do we
have in Nigeria?
It consists of 109 senators: the 36 states are each divided in 3
senatorial districts each electing one senator; the Federal
Capital Territory elects only one senator. The President of
the Senate is the presiding officer of the Senate, whose chief
function is to guide and regulate the proceedings in the
Senate.

What is the difference between
National Assembly and Senate?
It is a bicameral federal legislature that consists of
the Senate as the upper house and the National Assembly as
the lower house. ... The tenure of the National Assembly also
comes to an end if dissolved on the advice of the president in
his discretion under the Constitution.

Key facts
Did you know:
Chief Emeka Anyaoku of Nigeria was Commonwealth Secretary-General 1990–2000.
Wole Soyinka, born in Abeokuta in July 1934, was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1986; and
Nigerians have won 14 Commonwealth Writers’ Prizes.
The Seventh Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open Learning was held in Abuja, 2–6 December 2013,
with the theme of ‘Open Learning for Development’.
Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa with a population of some 170 million.

Joined Commonwealth: 1960 (suspended 1995–
99)
Population: 186 million (2016)GDP: -1.5%
annual change (2016)
UN HDI: World ranking 152
Official language: English
Timezone: GMT plus 1hr
Currency: Naira (N)

Area: 923,768 sq km
Coastline: 853km
Capital city: Abuja
Population density (per sq. km): 188
The Federal Republic of Nigeria lies on the Gulf of
Guinea and has borders with Benin (west), Niger
(north), Chad (north-east across Lake Chad) and
Cameroon (east). It comprises the Abuja Federal
Capital Territory and 36 states.

Main towns
Abuja (federal capital since 1991, pop. 2.4 million), Lagos (commercial centre and former capital, Lagos
State, 13.34m), Kano (Kano, 4.03m), Ibadan (Oyo, 3.06m), Port Harcourt (Rivers, 2.01m), Kaduna
(Kaduna, 1.64m), Benin City (Edo, 1.45m), Ilorin (Kwara, 1.08m), Maiduguri (Borno, 1.03m), Aba (Abia,
1.01m), Warri (Edo, 933,800), Onitsha (Anambra, 910,800), Jos (Plateau, 900,000), Enugu (Enugu,
870,000), Zaria (Kaduna, 870,000), Akure (Ondo, 847,900), Abeokuta (Ogun, 801,300), Oshogbo (Osun,
795,000), Ife (Osun, 490,000), Ogbomosho (Oyo, 433,030), Oyo (Oyo, 369,894), Sokoto (Sokoto, 329,369),
Okene (Kogi, 312,755), Calabar (Cross River, 310,389), Katsina (Katsina, 259,315), Bauchi (Bauchi, 206,537),
Minna (Niger, 189,191), Gombe (Gombe, 163,604), Ado (Ekiti, 156,122), Makurdi (Benue, 151,515), Ondo
(Ondo, 146,051), Owerri (Imo, 119,711), Gboko (Benue, 101,281), Nsukka (Enugu, 69,210), Jalingo (Taraba,
67,226), Birnin Kebbi (Kebbi, 63,147), Uyo (Akwa Ibom, 58,369), Yola (Adamawa, 54,810) and Asaba (Delta,
49,725).
Transport
193,200 km of roads, 15 per cent paved, link all
main centres. Some secondary roads are
impassable during the rains.There are around
3,530 km of railway, the main routes running from
Lagos to Kano, and from Port Harcourt to
Maiduguri, with a branch line from Zaria to Gusau
and Kaura Namoda.
Much of the network is single-track, and the
narrow gauge restricts speed and load-carrying
capacity.Main ports are at Apapa, Tin Can Island,
Warri, Sapele, Port Harcourt and Calabar.

Ferry services operate along the Niger and Benue
rivers and along the coast.Lagos international
airport is 22 km north of Lagos; other main
international airports are at Abuja (35 km from the
city), Kano and Port Harcourt, and main domestic
airports at Benin City, Calabar, Enugu, Jos,
Kaduna, Lagos, Maiduguri, Sokoto and Yola.

International relations
Nigeria is a member of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States, African Union,
Economic Community of West African States, Non-Aligned Movement, Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation, United Nations and World Trade Organization. Nigeria hosts the headquarters of
the Economic Community of West African States in Abuja. The country is also a member of the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries.

Topography
Nigeria is a large country, 1,045 km long and
1,126 km wide. It has several important rivers,
notably the Niger and its main tributary, the
Benue, both of which are navigable. The Niger
forms a delta some 100 km wide, running into
the sea west of Port Harcourt. In the northeast rivers drain into Lake Chad. The coastal
region is low-lying, with lagoons, sandy
beaches and mangrove swamps. Inland the
country rises to the central Jos Plateau at 1,800
metres. The Adamawa Massif, bordering

Climate
Tropical; hot and humid on the coast, with
greater extremes of temperature inland and
cold nights in the north during December and
January. The rainy season is generally March–
November in the south and May–September in
the north. In the dry season the harmattan
wind blows from the Sahara.

Cameroon, rises to 2,042 metres at Dimlang
(Vogel Peak).

desertification.

Environment
The most significant environmental issues are
rapid deforestation, soil degradation, and

Vegetation
Mangrove and freshwater swamps in coastal areas, merging into an area of rainforest,
containing hardwoods and oil palms. Moving north, the savannah and plateau regions have
grasslands and hardy trees such as the baobab and tamarind. There is semi-desert vegetation in
the north-east. In the north, forest depletion has been caused by overgrazing, bush fires and the
use of wood as fuel, but there has been government-sponsored planting in an attempt to arrest
the southward advance of the Sahara. Oil palms occur naturally and, being valuable, are often
spared when forests are cleared. Forest covers nine per cent of the land area, having declined at
3.2 per cent p.a. 1990–2010. Some 76 per cent of forest is savannah woodland, 20 per cent tropical
rainforest and four per cent swamp forest. Arable land comprises 40 per cent and permanent
cropland four per cent of the total land area.

Wildlife
The Yankari National Park is an important
stopover for migrating birds (some 600 species
call there), and also has an elephant
population. The Okomo Sanctuary is home to
the endangered white-throated monkey. On
the grasslands of the savannah are camels,
antelopes, hyenas and giraffes. An area of
30,100 sq km is protected (2003), or 3.3 per cent

of the land area. In the country as a whole 26
mammal species and 15 bird species are
thought to be endangered (2014).

Land
Nigeria is bordered to the north by Niger, to
the east by Chad and Cameroon, to the south
by the Gulf of Guinea of the Atlantic Ocean,
and to the west by Benin. Nigeria is not only
large in area—larger than the U.S. state of
Texas—but also Africa’s most populous
country.

Nigeria to host 4th Model ECOWAS
Summit in June 2021
African Youth Network for Leadership and Development will host the 4th Model ECOWAS
Summit in Abuja, Nigeria in June 2021 under the theme: “A Peaceful, Prosperous, Corruption free and
Integrated West Africa; Relying on the Potential of Its People, Especially Women and Youth‘.
The Model ECOWAS Summit (MES) which started in 2014 is a simulation activity in which
participants obtain skills such as diplomacy, teamwork, leadership, public speaking and debating
on issues at the highest level of regional decision making. Also, as an event of its kind, the Model
ECOWAS Summit aims at promoting youth empowerment and development, youth participation
in governance, community development, peace and human rights particularly in West Africa.
The first, second and third editions of the summit were held in May 2014, May 2016 and June 2018
respectfully in Accra under the auspices of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional
Integration, Republic of Ghana.
Furthermore, this initiative is also aimed at enhancing the policy of transforming ECOWAS from
‘’ECOWAS of States to ‘’ ECOWAS of People” by creating an avenue that enables the youth to gain
an understanding of the workings of ECOWAS, its role in regional economic integration and
development, established organs, institutions and agencies in order to foster greater
participation, networking and engagement with ECOWAS at all levels of policy formulation and
implementation.
The summit will be comprised of a plenary session, and a break-out (specialized technical
commission) session. The objective of each break-out session is to enable participants to write a
resolution that deals with the thematic areas and provide a framework that resolves the issues.
The summit engages participants in a series of activities which includes: › Research, Moderated
and un-moderated caucus, Lobbying, Debate and voting, Diplomacy and representation, Plenary
and breakout sessions. Other activities includes: Leadership & Governance Forum, Essay
Competition, Youth Economic Forum, Personal & Career Development Workshop, Awards etc.

Project Initiative
African Youth Network for Leadership & Development | Accra, Ghana
Partners:
Ladders Development Initiative
Abuja FCT, Nigeria

Working Group on Women, Youth Peace and
Security in West Africa and the Sahel (Youth
Division) -Abuja FCT, Nigeria
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